A Note to Our Members, Colleagues, and the Business Community:
With local ballots in the mail and voting underway, and in honor of our mission statement, we have suggestions from our Public
Policy Committee on November 2021 Ballot Issues. These recommendations are based on supporting our mission of
“Empowering our members through education, advocacy and collaborative partnerships, focusing on economic vitality”.
We encourage all members to access additional voting information assistance tools. Our overview was created with nonpartisan views, and solely focused on supporting our members' business growth and our community’s wellbeing. This is also the
reason we chose not to endorse any one candidate, but instead chose to focus on the ballot initiatives that would impact
Colorado Springs and El Paso County as a whole.
If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to the SCWCC through our email information center and one of our staff
will get back to you promptly. Thank you for your continued support.

Colorado Proposition 120
Reduce Property Tax Rates and Retain $25 Million in TABOR Surplus Revenue Initiative

Proposition 120 would reduce the residential property tax assessment rate from 7.15% to 6.5%
and the non-residential property tax assessment rate from 29% to 26.4%. This would also authorize the state to retain
and spend $25 million in revenue above the state's TABOR spending cap for five years, which it would otherwise be
required to refund to taxpayers, to fund reimbursements to local government entities for lost revenue due to homestead
exemptions given to qualifying seniors and disabled veterans.

Why the SCWCC Supports It
The SCWCC supports a "yes" vote because property values have gone up so much that even if you reduce the tax rate,
revenues would still be higher than before. Reducing the rate is helpful to both residents and businesses, especially
because this does not propose decreasing tax revenue. Allowing property managers to retain more revenue collected
through rent could help keep rents stabilized and help an industry hit by the inability to evict during COVID.
*Note: Ballot descriptions are from ballotpedia.org.
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Colorado Amendment 78
Custodial Fund Appropriations Initiative

Colorado Amendment 78 would amend the state constitution and state law to transfer the
power to appropriate custodial funds (certain state revenue not generated through taxes) from the state treasurer to the
state legislature and requiring opportunities for public comment during public hearings for appropriations of such funds.

Why the SCWCC Opposes It
The SCWCC opposes this amendment because the loose wording is not transparent. Until it is clear where the money is
going, we recommend sticking with the status quo. The additional $1M of proposed budget for increased staff and
management is unnecessary spending. We object to amending the Colorado constitution forever to solve a very
specific problem right now. We would prefer to see a sunset provision for even more accountability.

El Paso County Issue 1A
Retain Revenue Above TABOR Limit and Spend $15 Million on Roads and Park Projects Measure

Issue 1A would allow El Paso County to retain and spend revenue above the TABOR limit, but
below the county revenue cap, with the $15 million in revenue dedicated to roadway improvements and parks projects.

Why the SCWCC Supports It
In a time where Colorado Springs is experiencing tremendous growth from Denver and western states, it's not a good time
to pull back on infrastructure spending. Improving our roads and parks only helps beautify our community, enhance
tourism efforts, and further supports local businesses.

City of Colorado Springs Ballot Issue 2C
Sales Tax Increase for Trails, Open Spaces, and Parks Measure

City of Colorado Springs Ballot Issue 2C proposes to increase the city sales and use tax
dedicated to trails, open spaces, and parks from 0.1% to 0.2%.

Why the SCWCC Remains Neutral
While we support improving and beautifying our trails, open spaces, and parks, the SCWCC has questions regarding the
increase (double from previous rates) and the use of a sales tax rather than a usage fee. Sales tax rates can influence
purchase decisions and have a greater impact on low-income residents in our community. The Chamber takes a neutral
position on this initiative and encourages members to weigh the needs of business, tourism, and community when making a
voting choice.
*Note: Ballot descriptions are from ballotpedia.org.
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City of Colorado Springs Ballot Issue 2D
Retain $20 Million for City and Regional Wildfire Protection and Prevention Program Measure

City of Colorado Springs Ballot Issue 2D proposes to allow the city of Colorado Springs to
retain and spend $20 million in revenue to create a city and regional wildfire mitigation and prevention program.

Why the SCWCC Supports It
The SCWCC supports the idea of taking a proactive approach on a regional and local level to help prevent wildfires
and protect our community. We don't have to wait for state or federal dollars to help preserve our backyard. Wildfires
negatively impact our businesses and our families. Tourists don’t want to come here and families don’t want to move here
if there are uncontrolled fires. The best way to protect our businesses and our quality of life is prevention.
*Note: Ballot descriptions are from ballotpedia.org.

Register to vote online or at a DMV office until election day.
Ballots must be returned by 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 2
Find your nearest drop box or polling location at coloradosos.gov
Find more Colorado Voting Resources at GoVoteColorado.com.

